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Instructor’s Comment: The student making this comment is apparently not aware that the schedule is set by the USF 
administration, not by the instructor. The first meeting of a Saturday class is the Saturday at the end of the first week of classes. 
The final paper is not due “a week in advance.” Its due date allows time for a student (with a legitimate and verifiable reason) to 
turn the paper in later than the deadline. It also allows the instructor time to evaluate these lengthy submissions in time to 
prepare final course grades. The last possible Saturday class meeting for the session appears to occur before the last week of 
classes, but this is not really the case. The Summer C session ends on Friday, not Saturday. This last possible meeting date is 
set aside for the final exam because there is no exam week during the Summer C session. 
 

 
 
Instructor’s Comment:  The course website contains examples of every assignment in the class, so it is apparent that the 
student making this comment did not carefully check the course website during the session. Furthermore, the course aims at 
helping students learn how to read and translate instructions into an effective written response to a unique situation. A model or 
template to imitate is what one might reasonably expect for a student in middle school, not in upper-division undergraduate 
courses. Few if any employers will give a person a model report or memo template to follow. They will expect a college graduate 
to have enough intelligence and writing skill to understand and translate, for example, a boss’s instructions into a written 
document that supplies the information or solutions the boss needs. ENC 3250 aims at training students how to think clearly and 
to develop answers beyond the robotic application of a model or template. Students expecting such models or templates in the 
work world will be in for a major shock. 
 Regarding the textbook, this resource is meant to supplement the course content and would do so if the student actually 
read it. The pop-culture references to Oprah and Snoop Dogg took a total of ten minutes out of approximately eight hours of 
lectures, so the student comes across as merely grumpy and unimaginative in this comment. I heard no word from any student 
during the 2008 Summer C session about the lectures not being on topic, so I am assuming that this student is merely unhappy 
with his or her grade. The final comment about the lecture slides being “sufficient to convey meaning and fairly self-explanatory” 
makes no sense in light of the comment about the lectures being “not helpful.” These two remarks are contradictory. 
 

 
 

 
 
Instructor’s Comment: As clearly explained in the opening lecture, the syllabus contains in effect EVERYTHING a student 
needs for understanding course procedures, requirements, and assignments. Students who are accustomed to equating the 
word “syllabus” with “two-page outline of the course” will understandably need to stretch that definition a bit to understand the 



ENC 3250 syllabus. A student who is unable or unwilling to read a 23-page syllabus is certainly not prepared for the rigors of 
Professional Writing and should probably take a remedial English course before doing so. In the comment numbered 14, the 
student obviously needs remedial help because he or she has created a blatant sentence fragment beginning with “Which.” 
 

 
 
Instructor’s Comment: The person writing Comment 19 apparently ignored or misunderstood two important points: 
 
(a) ENC 3250 is a Gordon Rule course and thus requires a minimum of 4,500 words of student writing; in dividing this into four 
assignments, the length of each individual assignment may be longer than what the student desires. However, to consider that 
“Assignment 4 ... needs broken up” (incorrect grammar!) is to ignore the fact that 3,000 words is certainly not “to [sic] long” for a 
business report. Simply look for examples of business reports on the internet. The accounting firm Deloitte noted in 2006 that 
company annual reports in the United Kingdom had increased from 45 to 85 pages over the previous 10 years 
(http://www.deloitte.com/dtt/press_release/0,1014,sid%253D2834%2526cid%253D132554,00.html).  
 
(b) The writer’s experience “in professional roles” has apparently occurred in companies that prize brevity. A quick survey on the 
web and in my own experience as a business professional shows that it is not unusual for a reprimand to extend over several 
pages, well beyond 500 words. And regardless of the student’s experience to date, one purpose of ENC 3250 is to broaden 
one’s horizon, not simply to confirm or massage one’s existing comfortable assumptions or experience.  




